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  Music from the Western Reserve to Present Sergei Babayan, piano 

Music from the Western Reserve presents  another winning performance with  the internationally acclaimed pianist Sergei Babayan, on Sunday, May 15  at 5:00 pm at Christ Church Episcopal located at 21 Aurora Street, Hudson. 

Mr. Babayan, a modern master of classic sounds, is the Mr. and Mrs. John D. Gilliam Artist-in-Residence at Cleveland Institute of Music. Acclaimed for the immediacy, sensitivity and depth of his interpretations, Mr. Babayan's performances reveal an emotional intensity and bold energy, that allows him to explore stylistically diverse repertoire. 

Known for his innovative programming, often including modern works by composers and extending the boundaries of mainstream repertoire for which he continues to be acclaimed, excelling in Mozart, Beethoven, Brahms and Schumann as much as the Russian heritage of Rachmaninoff, Scriabin and Prokofiev, Sergei's philosophy that a recital should reveal a spiritual dimension, results in playing which sustains an intensity that never fails to captivate. His performances of J.S. Bach have always garnered him both public and critical acclaim.

A student of such legendary teachers and musicians as Gornostayeva, Naumov, Pletnev and Vlasenko at the Moscow Conservatory, he was not permitted to leave the country and be free to compete and study in the West. He was the first pianist from the former USSR who was able to compete without government sponsorship after the collapse of the system. Immediately after his first trip outside of the USSR, Mr. Babayan won consecutive first prizes in several major international competitions including the 1990 Robert Casadesus International Piano Competition (now the Cleveland International Piano Competition); 1990 Palm Beach International Piano Competition; 1991 Hamamatsu Piano Competition; and 1992 Scottish International Piano Competition. He is also a Laureate of the Queen Elizabeth International Piano Competition, the Busoni International Piano Competition and the Esther Honens International Competition in Calgary, Canada. 

Babayan has had major engagements and concerts around the world and in the US.  He has appeared with major symphony orchestras, including The Cleveland Orchestra and appeared in recitals in major concert venues across several continents – all to critical acclaim.  He was appointed to the faculty at Cleveland Institute of Music in 1992.

Do not miss the opportunity to hear this amazing modern master of classic sounds!

Tickets can be purchased online at www.MFTWR.org Single tickets $15.00 can also be purchased  at The Learned Owl in Hudson or at the door concert night.  Students attend the concerts at no cost and may get tickets at the door. For more information on the 2010-2011 season, visit www.MFTWR.org.
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